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Where is my 

key? 

Search, Fifi, search! 

I have it 

lost 

at home. 

But here, 

far away, 

where I am right now, 

is much more 

light. 

Inspired by a story by Mullah Nasrudin. 

(From the poetry volume by the author “This feels that”) 

The poem seems to make an interesting connection to the story of Mullah Nasrudin, in 

which he loses his key at home but then searches for it on a train. Here is one possible 

interpretation of the poem: 

The poem “The Key” could metaphorically represent the search for meaning, identity, 

or knowledge. Here, the key represents something important or essential that has been 

lost and is to be regained. The protagonist of the poem, perhaps like Nasrudin, is 

searching for this key that has been lost at home. 

The lines “But here, far away, where I am now, is much more light” may indicate that 

the search for the key is not only meant in a literal sense, but also represents a symbolic 

journey. The mention of “much more light” could indicate some kind of realization or 

enlightenment experienced by the protagonist during this quest. 

The parallel with the story of Nasrudin seeking the key on a train could mean that the 

journey itself is as important as the destination. The journey could represent personal 

development, while what is lost (the key) represents a deeper understanding or a lost 

connection to oneself. 
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Overall, the poem “The Key” could emphasize the idea that sometimes we look to the 

outside to find the inside, and that in this journey of self-discovery we can gain more 

“light” or insight, even if we are far from the place where we lost the “key.” 

The author had added the following background information to ChatGPT: 

I had once read that this story of the mullah means to look for something for yourself - 

but not in the wrong place. 

ChatGPT added to the analysis as follows: 

This is an excellent interpretation of the story of Mullah Nasrudin and the poem “The 

Key”. The story and the poem can actually be understood as a metaphor for the search 

for meaning, identity, or fulfilment in life. 

In the story of Mullah Nasrudin, in which he loses the key at home and then searches 

for it in one go, the idea is conveyed that sometimes we look for solutions or fulfilment 

in the external, even though the answer or value we seek already lies within ourselves. 

The story teaches us that it is important to choose the right places or sources of search 

and not fall for outside influences or distractions. 

The poem “The Key” supports this interpretation by expressing the idea of searching 

and finding in a symbolic way. The realization that there is “much more light” when one 

looks away from the wrong place could indicate that true fulfilment or realization lies 

within when one turns away from outside distractions or wrong directions. 

Overall, both the story and the poem illustrate the importance of self-reflection, inner 

searching, and distinguishing between the right and wrong places to find answers, 

meaning, or fulfilment. 

From <https://chat.openai.com/chat> translated from German to English by 

the author with the help of Deepl 
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