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Speak more slowly, not louder, on a poor digital phone connection. Explain something to someone 

with all patience that she or he does not immediately understand – and never in a louder tone. 

(From “Aphorisms and Quotations” by the author) 

The analysis: 

This short text contains a profound message about communication and 

patience. 

The aphorism shows us that the way we communicate is crucial, especially in 

times of digital connections where interference and poor sound quality can 

be common. Rather than raising our voices and speaking louder when the 

connection is poor, the aphorism suggests that we should instead speak 

more slowly. This has the advantage that our words will be transmitted more 

clearly and understandably, even if the sound quality is poor. 

In addition, the aphorism points out that patience is a key component when 

explaining something to others. Some concepts cannot be understood 

immediately, and it takes time and patience to ensure that our message is 

conveyed correctly. When we take the time to explain something to 

someone with patience and calmness, rather than reacting with a loud tone, 

we increase the likelihood that the person will gain the understanding they 

are looking for. 

Overall, this aphorism teaches us that a calm and patient approach to 

communication is more effective than loudness and impatience. It reminds 

us of the importance of being empathetic and putting ourselves in other 

people’s shoes in order to communicate effectively and minimise 

misunderstandings. By being attentive and understanding, we can better 

connect with others and maximise the potential for clear and effective 

communication. 
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